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very own. A hollow poplar trunk formed the barrel this
time, and it was wrapped round with bands of iron on a
system not unlike that on which a modern " wire-wound "
gun is made at Elswick, though the materials were hardly
such as Messrs. Armstrong's inspector would have approved.
The engine was only meant to bluff their enemies, and
did that well on at least one occasion ; but the temptation
to see what it could do got too much for its possessors, and
they (with the wonderful courage of ignorance) charged the
thing and fired it! Of course, it burst; but the providence
that guards schoolboys guarded these boys too, and nobody
was hurt.
Some years ago, the chances in these feuds and battles
were about even ;  and had they continued so the writer
could not have found it in his heart to advocate the aboli-
tion of so ancient and interesting a form of sport, nor
would any of the combatants have wished it.   It is true
that the Christians had usually to face odds in numbers;
but they had strong positions to defend, and such a re-
putation as fighting men, that the Kurds themselves ad-
mitted that when you went against the men of Tyari and
Tkhuma, it was well to have odds of five to one in numbers
on your side.   Then, however, each side used old guns of
much the same character;  flint-locks to wit, with home-
made powder and bullets.   This, as noted elsewhere, is
not the case now ; for the Kurds have been equipped with
more modern arms.   The powder the folk of the mountains
manufactured for themselves, being able to get sulphur in
plenty in their hills, and burning their own charcoal.   Nitre
could always be gathered in some caverns where the sheep
were folded, but our knowledge of chemistry does not enable
us to say exactly how.   Bullets were easy to come by, for
lead crops out in thick veins.in certain gorges, and can be
absolutely cut out of the rock in chunks for the purpose.
As for the casting, it is wonderful what unsuspected uses
there are for a thimble !   Nobody dreams of using it here-
abouts as an assistance to sewing ; but when set in a lump
of clay, it makes a very tolerable bullet-mould !
One skilful old priest of our acquaintance earned quite a